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lives.   Scotland was in revolt.   If Charles was to regain
his power it must be by war.
War then became inevitable;   but Charles was from

The the first doomed to failure. Yet failure meant another
Biwa?s, Parliament; the meeting of another Parliament meant
1639-404 the downfall of Charles's absolute government. All fell
out as his wisest ministers had foreseen ; Charles had no
regular droops and no officers, while Alexander Leslie
could muster 16,000 Scots, many of whom were tried
soldiers. In the first campaign Charles dared not strike
a blow; in the second his raw levies fled before the
Scottish Covenanters at Newburn. The Scots marched
into Yorkshire, and Charles had to beg for a truce. The
Scottish victory in the " Bishops' Wars " was the first
step in the final triumph of Parliament over the king.

In 1640 Charles called two Parliaments. The first,
the " Short " Parliament, was much in sympathy with
the Scots, and the king dismissed it. The second, which
The Long was not finally dissolved for nineteen years, and thus
gained the name of the " Long " Parliament, was the
body that was to see him dethroned and beheaded.

No such violent ideas entered the heads of the mem-
^ers at &*&. Led by Pym and Hampden, they were bent
on reform; they intended to make Charles rule accord-

ford'ing to the law. They therefore in 1641 swept away the
Star Chamber and the High Commission Court; they
passed a Bill that Parliament was to meet every three
years; they declared all the king's plans for raising money
without leave of Parliament illegal. Of Strafford they
determined to make an example, and he was impeached.
The Commons found, however, that they could not
prove him guilty of treason, so they brought in a Bill
Attainder against him. A Bill of Attainder asserts
a person is guilty, and states the form of his punishme
It has, of course, to pass through Parliament. The
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